
WAGES OF MINISTERS 

2 Cor 11:7-9 — [Paul accepted wages for preaching the 
gospel but not from the Corinthians.] Did I commit sin in 
abasing (humbling) myself that you might be exalted, be-
cause I preached the gospel of God to you free of charge? I 
robbed other churches, taking wages from them to minister 
to you. And when I was present with you, and in need, I 
was a burden to no one, for what was lacking to me the 
brethren who came from Macedonia supplied. And in eve-
rything I kept myself from being burdensome to you, and 
so I will keep myself. 

1 Cor 9:5-18 — [Those who preach the gospel should live 
from the gospel.] Do we have no right to take along a be-
lieving wife, as do also the other apostles, the brothers of 
the Lord, and Cephas [Peter]? Or is it only Barnabas and I 
who have no right to refrain from working? Who ever goes 
to war at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does 
not eat of its fruit? Or who tends a flock and does not drink 
of the milk of the flock? Do I say these things as a mere 
man? Or does not the law say the same also? For it is writ-
ten in the law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox while 
it treads out the grain.” Is it oxen God is concerned about? 
Or does He say it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, 
no doubt, this is written, that he who plows should plow in 
hope, and he who threshes in hope should be partaker of his 
hope. If we have sown spiritual things for you, is it a great 
thing if we reap your material things? If others are partak-
ers of this right over you, are we not even more? Neverthe-
less we have not used this right, but endure all things lest 
we hinder the gospel of Christ. Do you not know that those 
who minister the holy things eat of the things of the temple, 
and those who serve at the altar partake of the offerings of 
the altar? Even so the Lord has commanded that those who 
preach the gospel should live from the gospel. But I have 



used none of these things, nor have I written these things 
that it should be done so to me; for it would be better for 
me to die than that anyone should make my boasting void. 
For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for 
necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach 
the gospel! For if I do this willingly, I have a reward; but if 
against my will, I have been entrusted with a stewardship. 
What is my reward then? That when I preach the gospel, I 
may present the gospel of Christ without charge, that I may 
not abuse my authority in the gospel. 

Mat 10:7-10 — [A worker is worthy of his food.] “And as 
you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.’ Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast 
out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. Provide 
neither gold nor silver nor copper in your moneybelts, nor 
bag for your journey, nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor 
staffs; for a worker is worthy of his food. 

1 Tim 5:17-18 — [A laborer is worthy of his wages.] Let 
the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double 
honor, especially those who labor in the word and doctrine. 
For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it 
treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer is worthy of his 
wages.” 

See also: Donations; Tithing 

 

 


